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“Too many communities
in Los Angeles have
been saturated with
liquor stores and alcohol
establishments while
losing out on other
community resources.
Every neighborhood
should have the chance
to build a vibrant local
economy, a safe place to
live, and opportunities for

children and families.”

- David Ryu, Los Angeles

City Council Member ”

Safer Alcohol Sales

POLICY BREAKDOWN

CityHealth helps cities thrive through policies

that improve people’s day-to-day quality of life,

well-being and health.

CityHealth, an initiative of the de Beau-
mont Foundation and Kaiser Perma-
nente, works to advance a package of
evidence-based policy solutions that will
help millions of people live longer, better
lives in vibrant, prosperous communities.

Our ratings are the culmination of a two-
year assessment of how the nation’s 40
largest cities fare in nine policies based

FOCUS ON POLICY:
SAFER ALCOHOL SALES

Regulations—from licensing to zoning—
can allow cities to specify the number and
density of alcohol outlets in a given neigh-
borhood. Neighborhoods with high con-
centrations of alcohol sales are linked to
more drinking and higher rates of violence,
underage drinking, and driving under the
influence. Policies that control the amount
of alcohol sales in a neighborhood can have
a significant impact on residents’ safety,
well-being, and health. These are just some
of the benefits of safer alcohol sales policy:

in research, backed by qualified experts
and shown to have bipartisan support.
With these policies in place, cities will
attract families who want the best for
themselves and their children, young peo-
ple looking for interesting places to work
and businesses that need high-quality
talent. The bottom line: Policies like safer
alcohol sales will improve lives and help
cities thrive.

I Makes communities safer: Reduc-
ing the density of alcohol retail outlets
results in safer communities with fewer
drinking-related crimes and injuries.

I Reduces excessive drinking: Laws
that reduce the concentration of retail
alcohol establishments can be one of
the most cost-effective approaches to
reducing excessive drinking by limiting
the physical availability of alcohol.

I Reducesillegal drinking: Safer
alcohol sales density rules are effective
strategies for reducing drinking among
underage youth.



MEDALS BY CITY HOW CITIES STACK UP
The State of Safer Alcohol Sales in Big U.S. Cities
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CityHealth, an initiative of the de Beaumont Foundation and Kaiser Permanente, works to advance a package of evidence-based policy solutions that will

help millions of people live longer, better lives in vibrant, prosperous communities. CityHealth will regularly evaluate cities on the number and strength
of their policies and can help city leaders adopt gold medal policies that improve the lives of their residents. Connect with us at cityhealth.org.
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